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Abstract

In March 2018, and while | was writing this thesis, | visited the
“Penhas Lavon Institute for Labor Movement Research”, to search old
archival documents. While | was explaining, to one of the institute
employees, the nature of my research about the economic policies of
the Histadrut towards the Palestinian workers between 1920 and 1948,
he commented: “the Histadrut implemented two policies:
strengthening and developing the Zionist labor, and uprooting the
Palestinian labor from the labor market... it was so clear... to prove it
Is to prove the existence of the sun... so what new is to be presented
in your work?”. I did not hesitate to answer him back. My thesis does
not question the main purpose of the Histadrut economic policies
towards the Palestinian labor before 1948, but how exactly did the
Histadrut manage to uproot the Palestinian labor from the market, and
what were the tools used to achieve this goal?

The goal of the Histadrut was to creat the suitable economic, political,
and social conditions to assimilate the new Zionist settlers, and
integrate them into a labor market that would grantee European living
standards for them. One of the obstacles in doing so was the
indigenous people in general, and the Palestinian workers in specific.
The laters not only competed the settlers in the labor market, but also
constituted the direct opposit to their settler colonial project, since the
supremacy of the cheap Palestinian labor force in the labor market
minimized the opportunity of the Zionist settlers in the labor market,

and therefore pushed them to emigrate and undermined their project.



This thesis refers to this conflictual relationship between the Zionist
colonizer and the Palestinian colonized, and investigates it by
employing the settler colonial framework. This framework, does not
place the Histadrut’s policies on the economic level as many other
researchers have done, but investigates it as part of the national
struggle around the land, and the political and national identity of the
land, and therefore, around the sovereignty on the land.

Although the main goal of the Histadrut was to uproot the Palestinian
workers from the labor market and replace them by settler work force,
the tools employed by the Histadrut varied and, in some cases, where
paradoxical. The Histadrut’s policies included incitements, violant
picketings, but also, forms of cooperation and efforts to bring
Palestinian workers into unions affiliated with the Histadrut. Those
tactics that might explicitly seem paradoxical are in fact part of the
same strategical goal: the displacement of the Palestinian workers, and
the minimizing of competition between them and Zionist workers.
This thesis explores five economic policies implemented by the
Histadrut towards the Palestinian workers, and analyses them in order
to examine how they contributed in building a settler colonial state

that represents only the social essence of the settlers.
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